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The Friend.” 


Manners and Customs of the Jews, &c. 


In the eighth number of the present volume 

of ** The Friend,” one of its correspondents 
introduced to the notice of the readers, a little 
work published in London for the “ Religious 
Tract Society,” entitled “ The Evidence of 
Prophecy,” and the selections which were pre- 
sented, served to show the valuable and useful 
information contained within its pages. As | 
fully accord with the opinion expressed by the 
correspondent, “ that whatever tends to pro- 
mote the reading of the sacred volume, to pre- 
sent in a more attractive and interesting char- 
acter to the youthful mind, or to illustrate and 
confirm the facts and precepts which are con- 
tained in its inspired pages; will be greeted | 
with approbation by every sincere friend,” 
I propose offering a few extracts selected from 
another little work published by the same! 
Tract Society, and in which, as in the former, | 
1 am of opinion the above mentioned objects | 
have been attained. 

It is entitled “ The Manners and Customs of 
the Jews and other Nations mentioned in the 
Bible,” and although designed more particu- | 
larly for the instruction of juvenile readers, | 
yet it may be perused with both pleasure and| 
profit by those more advanced, who may not 
have had the opportunity or leisure for acquir- 
ing the information which it conveys. It is 
truly remarked in the introduction to this little 
volume, that “a person who knows nothing of, 
ancient manners and customs will form many} 
ignorant opinions, or pass by many things with- 
out notice which pi articularly deserve atten-| 
tion.” Such knowledge of the peculiar habits 
of the Jews and other nations mentioned in 


the Bible, render plain and comprehensible, | 


many passages otherwise almost unintelligible 
to the American reader, and de welope the | 
beauty and importance of others entirely over-| 
looked. 

The researches of eminent men into the his- 
tory and literature of the oriental nations, have | 
brought to light much which is calculated to 
elucidate and confirm the truth of the inspired 
Writings, and the information obtained through 
the enterprise and zeal of modern travellers 
who have explored the countries mentioned in 
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lthe Bible, and made themselves acquainted | ly, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents 
| with the habits of the people occupying them, | of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon.’ They 
|and the records of former time still preserved| were fixed by stakes and cords, and could 
|among them, is so comprehensive and conclu-| easily be enlarged by lengthening the cords, 
sive upon most of the points which our want|strengthening the stakes, and adding more 
of knowledge had heretofore rendered obscure, | covering, Isa. liv. 2. * Enlarge the place of thy 
that the most incorrigible caviller can now/tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of 
| scarcely find a solitary sentence on which to|thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy 
raise a doubt. But this mass of evidence and | cords, and strengthen thy stakes.” 

illustrations is seattered throughout many “The houses of the rich were built with 
scarce and voluminous works which few com-|stone or bricks, but those of the poor were of 
paratively have the opportunity of perusing.| wood, or more frequently of mud, as they are 
It is therefore desirable that compendiums/to this day in many parts of the east, and in 
should be formed embracing the substance of|some villages in our country. Houses built of 


such parts of these several works as elucidate 


mud were not well fitted to withstand the tor- 
the sacred volume, which can be brought with-|rents, which at times flowed from the moun- 


in the reach of all, and serve as manuals for 
every day reference. Such a one is the book|in Matt. vii. 26, ‘And every one that 
now under notice, and [ cannot but think with| heareth these sayings of mine,’ &c. ‘Thieves 
the compiler, that it is calculated to make its|also could easily dig or break through mud 
readers ‘* better to understand many passages 
they read in the Bible, to take more interest in 
its contents ; and also, that they will be more 
anxious to read the Scriptures.” The chapter 
and verse only are given in the work, with 
the expectation that the reader will make the 
| reference himself; but in making our extracts 
we shall generally add the text. 
Ancient Habitations. The patriarchs lived | 
in tents in the land of Canaan, which were 
‘generally put up under large trees. Abraham’s 
tent was under a tree in the plain of Mamre, | 
Gen. xviii. 1. and in after time, we read, that 
| Deborah the prophetess dwelt under a palm tree 
in Mount Ephraim : The women lived in sepa-!in making, so we may understand why they 
rate tents, as is now the custom among the rich| needed the straw which Pharaoh forbade the 
Arabs: thus we read of Rebecca having| officers to give them, Exod. v. 7. * Ye shall no 
ft artes s tent. |more give the people straw to make brick, as 
‘In the east the people like to have trees|heretofore: jet them go and gather straw for 
near their dwellings, both for shade and shel-| themselves.’ Bricks of thissortare found among 
ter. From 1 Kings iv. 25. we may conclude |the ruins of Egypt at the present day ; in some 
this was usual in the land of Judea, even when | — thev still remain very hard, w hile, where 
they lived in houses. * And Judah and Israel|less baked, they have mouldered away, and 
dwelt safely, every man under his vine and un-| | other ‘house s have been built upon the ruins of 
'der his f fig-tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, |the first, which may explain Jer. xxx. 1 
all the daysof Solomon.’ ‘The trees generally | |‘ Thus saith the I ord, Behold, I will bring 
planted for this purpose were vines and fig-|again the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and have 
| trees, which would grow up against the walls | me rey on his dwelling-places ; and the city 
'and over the roofs, as they now do about our) ishall be builded upon her own heap, and the 
cottages. These trees supplied grapes and| palace shall remain after the manner thereof.’ 
figs, which were used for food, andthe branches| “ The court is open to the weather, and 
of the vine that did not bear fruit served for| usually has galleries round it. When a num- 
fuel to burn. This is referred to by Christ,| ber of persons meet at a house for a feast, or 
John. xv. 6, when he describes himself as the|on a similor occasion, they usually assemble in 
vine, and his people the fruitful branches ; and| the court, which is covered with mats and car- 
those who did not love him as the withered| pets; an awning is generally stretched over 
branches, which were cast into the fire. | their heads, to screen them from the sun or 
“ The tents of the Arabs now are black, or/the rain. It was in the courts of the houses 
a very dark colour, as we read in the Bible|that our Saviour and his apostles often in- 
that the tents of ee were in former times,| structed those who came to hear them. This 
Solomon’s Song i. 5. ‘I am black, but come-| will explain the meaning of the expression, 


tains of Palestine. ‘This is alluded to by Christ, 
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walls, to which the Saviour refers, when he 
exhorts his disciples not to lay up treasure, 
where thieves break through and steal. Such 
robberies are very frequent in the East Indies 
at the present day. ‘The holes and cracks in 
those walls afford 2 harbour for serpents, Amos 
v. 19. ‘ As if a man did flee from a lion, and 
a bear met him, or went into the house, and 
leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit 
him.’ 

“ The Egyptian bricks were made of mud, 
clay, and straw mixed together, and generally 
baked in the sun, not burnt in kilns. ‘These 
were the bricks the Israelites were employed 
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‘into the midst,’ Luke v. 19. where Christ was| our Savidur and his disciples, for the passover.| sheets, consists of 189 reference Bibles, 288 
sitting, when the man sick of the palsy was) In such a room St. Paul was preaching at|school Bibles, and 216 Testaments. 
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brought to him. The covering above mentioned ‘T'rous, when Eutyeches was overcome with|as the managers have been able to collect 
is what is meant by the roof which was re-| sleep and heat, there being many lights ; and|the opinions of Friends from their correspon- 


moved, to let the sick man down from the top| the windows being open, he fell from the third 
of the house ; for the word translated tiling or| loft or story into the street.” 


roof, means also a covering, as just described. | 
Round the court are a number of rooms ; the| 
buildings are sometimes two or three stories 
high, with a gallery toeach. ‘The inner cham- 
ber is alluded to 1 Kings xx. 30. xxii. 25. The 
bed-chamber, 2 Chron. xxii. 11, where Jelios- 
habeath hid Joash, was not like ours, but a 
room where mattresses or beds were stored. 

** The tops of the houses in the east are al- 
ways flat, and covered with plaster or terrace. 
They are surrounded with low walls, called 
battlements, Deut. xxii. 8. or sometimes with 
a sort of railing or lattice work, through which 
Ahaziah probably fell from the top of the house, | 
or from one of the upper galleries, see 2 Kings| 
i. 2. ‘These roofs or terraces are used for 
many family purposes, such as drying linen or 
flax, Josh. 11. 6. * But she had brought them 
up to the roof of the house, and hid them with 
the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order| 

+ upon the roof.’ The inhabitants enjoy the cool | 
air there in’ the evening, and converse with 
each other and their neighbours, Luke xii. 3.) 
‘Therefore, whatsoever ye have spoken in 
darkness shall be heard in the light ; and that} 
which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall 
be proclaimed upon the house-tops.” Some-| 
times thev were used as places. of retirement! 
for prayer, as is mentioned of Peter, Acts x. 9. | 
‘On the morrow, as they went on their jour-| 
ney, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went! 
up upon the house-top to pray, about the sixth| 
hour ;’ and here the booths were made for the} 
feast of tabernacles, Neh. viii. 16. ‘So the 
people went forth, and brought them, and made 
themselves booths every one upon-the roof of| 
his house,’ &c. The tops of the houses being | 
all flat, people could pass from one to another| 
without going down into the street. This fur-| 
ther explains the account of the paralytic, Luke) 
v. 19. as it shows how the persons who carried | 
him got to the top of the house in which Jesus| 
was teaching. ‘ And when they could not find 
by what way they might bring him in, because 
of the multitude, they went upon the house- 
top, and let hin down through the tiling, with 
his couch, into the midst before Jesus.’ The 
stairs were generally on the outside of the 

houses, so that a person could descend at once 
into the street without going into the house, 
which explains our Lord’s command, Matt. 

xxiv. 17. ‘Let him which is on the house-top 

not come down to take any thing out of his 
house.’ This direction is still plainer to be| 
understood, when we coysider that it is very) 
common for people, to this day, to sleep on the 
roofs of their houses in summer months. It 
was thus that Mr. Barker was sleeping at the 
time of the earthquake at Aleppo, and he ran 
down into the street when he felt the shock. 
without going through the house.* 

“ The upper rooms were, and are at the 
present day, generally used as the principal 
nts. Such a room was prepared for 








Ret, The Earthquake at Aleppo. { 


}edition has been issued, but the stock of this 


} x aad. ce 2 
dence with the auxiliaries and from other 


sources, our several editions of the Bible and 
— Testament have been received with decided 
Third Annual Report of the Bible penstisteiiametation. ‘The few errors which were dis. 
of Friends in America, read at the annual covered in the first-edition have been correct- 
meeting held on the evening of the sixteenth ed in the others, and from the great facility of 
of Fourth month, 1832. \correcting inaccuracies, afforded by the ste- 
; ites) __ | reotype plates, it is hoped that the text of our 
SO Aas ee SS ie aes een long be rendered nearly 
—— ‘faultless. The usefulness of the reterences 
The period for which the managers were |to parallel texts, in promoting and assisting 
chosen having expired, they respectfully sub- | the study of the sacred writings, appears to be 
mit the following summary of their a appreciated, as is evinced by the 
ings. greater demand for the reference Bible, while 
Soon after the last annual meeting, the se-| the smaller copy has been found well adapted 
cond edition of the Bible with references,|to supply the want which has been long felt 
consisting of twelve hundred and fifty copies,|iu our schools, of an edition of the Scriptures 
was published, and a third edition, comprising | at once portable and easily legible. 
four thousand copies, was immediately put to} Since the last report the managers have 
press. Of this edition the printing has been) been officially advised of the formation of 
completed, and a considerable number has| eight additional auxiliaries, to wit: Miami, 
been delivered at the Depository. In the|Ohio; Yonge Street, Upper Canada; Red 
seventh month last, an edition of two hundred| Stone, Pennsylvania ; Upper Quarterly Meet- 
and fifty copies of the same Bible, printed on/ing, Virginia; White Lick, Indiana; Scipio, 
superfine paper, was issued, and it is believed) New York ; Westfield, Indiana ; and Eastern, 
that as respects the beauty and durability of| North Carolina, making the whole number 
the materials and the neatness of the execu-|of these Associations twenty-eight. In the 
tion, it will advantageously compare with the} proceedings of the auxiliaries the managers 
best editions of the Holy Scriptures printed in| recognize with satisfaction a commendable 
this country. zeal for the promotion of the objects of the 
Of the school Testament two editions have |institution. ‘They regret, however, that they 
been printed: one of fifteen hundred copies|have not yet been furnished with such state- 
was published in the Third month, and the|ments of the deficiencies in their respective 
other of one thousand copies in the Eighth| neighbourhoods as would enable the Associa- 
month last. Of the school Bible, but one|tion properly to estimate the necessity for 
more strenuous efforts to place the Holy 
Bible as well as of the ‘Testaments being} Scriptures in the hands of every member of 
much reduced, another edition of each will|our religious Society. ‘That great deficien- 
shortly be required. cies do exist, the facts mentioned in the last 
In order to secure a supply of materials to| annual report sufficiently prove, and the few 
meet any probable demand, the managers | returns since received confirm the conclu- 
have authorized a contract for a quantity of|sion. By only two of the auxiliaries have 
paper sufficient to print four thousand Bibles| distinct answers been forwarded to the queries 
in addition to those now in progress. upon this interesting subject, in the course of 
Since the publication of the first edition,|the past year. Of these one states that 4 
in the Second month of last year, 3186 Bibles| families and 38 adults are destitute of the Old 
have been disposed of, to wit: 2473 Bibles|and New Testaments, and that of 190 chil- 
with references, 97 copies of the same Bible|dren of Friends attending school, “ few are 
on superfine paper, and 616 school Bibles.|duly supplied with the Holy Scriptures.” The 
In the same period 2232 Testaments have|other mentions that out of 180 families and 
been distributed. There have been sent to| parts of families within its limits, 38 are des- 
auxiliary associations 1153 reference Bibles,|titute of full copies of the Bible, and 23 of 
196 school Bibles, and 835 Testaments—sold|the New Testament. Another auxiliary ac- 
to contributors and others 1033 reference | knowledges the receipt of the Bibles and Tes- 
Bibles, 216 school Bibles, and 965 ‘I'esta-|taments forwarded by the agent, and adds, 
ments. Of those furnished to auxiliaries, 32|that many more Bibles could be distributed, 
Bibles have been disposed of within the limits| but that they have not the money to pay for 
of New-England Yearly Meeting, 199 within|them. On comparing the number of Bibles 
those of New York, 470 within Philadelphia| and Testaments distributed to the auxiliaries, 
Yearly Meeting, 53 in Virginia, 156 in North| with the deficiencies stated to exist within 
Carolina, 235 in Ohio, and 304 in Indiana|the limits of the few who had been heard from 
Yearly Meetings. In addition to these, 200\at the date of the last report, the members of 
Bibles with references. 200 school Bibles, and | the Association will not fail to notice the very 
400 Testaments have been forwarded to the |inadequate supply which has been furnished. 
Indiana Meeting for Sufferings, and paid for|It is a fact which the managers feel to be a 
out of a fund placed at our disposal for that|distressing one, but which they believe it to 
purpose. be their duty to press upon the notice of their 
The stock on hand, exclusive of books in| fellow members,that a large number of families 
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belonging to the Society of Frie nds in vario lto state that this object has been happily at- ABSTRACT OF THE TREASURER'’S REPORT. 

parts of our favoured country, are to this day|tained. In the Fifth month last, a lot situate, The following sums have been received during the year 
m nae a : . Ces F h A -_ oe ending on the 6th instant, to wit: 

deprived of easy access to the Holy Scrip-jon Fourth near Arch street, containing in 


ya | — | Donations, Life and Annual Subscrinti 
tures. It is undeniably true that many chil- |front about 32 feet, and nearly 80 feet in! ore ee an nnual Subscriptions, 


Me Tags : : ; | Sales of Bibles and Testaments, $4135 03 
dren of Friends are thus brought up in very|depth, was purchasgd by direction of the! From Auxiliary Societies, ’ 


* 1870 63 
great ignorance of those sacred records—and | board, and as soon as pessession could be ob-, Loan by three members of the Association 
it is a melancholy consequence of this state) tained, buildings covering nearly the whole,_ free of interest, 4th mo. 30th, 1831, 1500 00 
° ° ° . . . = : = | > i ares 95 
of things, that the evil which it is now in our | area were commenced, and are now so far com.| L0#"s 2 6 per cent. interest, 2500 00 
ae : es Balance on hand at last settlement, 714 26 
power to remedy, will if neglected soon be| pleted as to be occupied by the Association) 





> , . - e | —— 
no longer under our control. To apply that|and its tenants. The location of these build-| $10719 92 
remedy is not now within the means of the|ings, their size, and internal arrangements, During the same period the payments have been— 
managers. ‘The funds at their disposal have |are such as admirably adapt them to the ob-| For binding, paper, printing, Agent’s salary 
been expended in books and materials, and a|ject in view. In avery public situation, near, and incidental expenses at the deposito- 
debt of $4000 has been incurred, to meet|to one of the greatest thoroughfares of the) ‘tery, rent, — ee esis 
which they must depend upon the returns|city, affording spacious rooms for the printing, , “‘°reotype Plates, and sinking fund, == § 10057 
~ asp ees. cae . >| Leaving a balance in the hands of the trea- 
from the auxiliaries, and upon voluntary sub-|and binding offices, and for the accommoda- 





on surer of 661 98 
scriptions. It is to the members of auxiliary |tion of the board, it is hoped that they will| 
associations, who, surrounded by outward |essentially aid the economical and secure con- | $ 10719 92 
blessings, can sympathize with those whose |ducting of our business, as well as promote | Ogicers of the Bible Association of Friends in Ame- 
limited circumstances preclude even the pur-|the sales of our Bibles. ‘The whole expense | : rica. 


chase of a Bible, that we must look for the |of the lot and buildings is estimated at about) Seeretary,—Daniel B. Smith. 

means to supply our suffering brethren with|twenty-one thousand dollars. The raising of pane ge | —— John Paul, T! E 

this greatest external source of consolation|so large a sum would have greatly embar- a a Sy ye ae 
; . " — is . | 8, isaac s. ; 

and instruction. [he managers are aware | ras sed the board, had they not effected an ad-|  jfanagers.—Samuel Bettle, Othniel Alsop, Charles 

that this is an appeal to the liberality of|vantageous arrangement with one of their! Allen, Isaac Davis, Joseph Snowdon, Benjamin H. 

Friends of an unusual character. But the in-|number, by which this difficulty was obviated.| Warder, Edward Bettle, John Richardson, Charles 

‘ ° - ¢ a lw, 7 . " . 

vestigations consequent upon the establish-|In accordance with this agreement, the funds| Y@rall, Isaac S. Lloyd, Thomas Stewardson, Timo- 
of this institution have resulted in the |for the purchase of the lot and the erection of| ‘®Y Paxsen, Thomas P. Cope, Thomas C. James, 

ane qelinngn rr erseter pepieipeicaneramscdbesse: yoes A re . | Jasper Cope, Abraham L. Pennock, Thomas Kimber, 

discovery of deficiencies as unexpected as|the buildings have been furnished by the mem- 


y Somer os Thomas Wood, Thomas Bacon, George Stewardson, 
they are deplorable, and it is believed that|ber alluded to, for which the Association is to| John G. Hoskins, Lindzey Nicholson, Bartholomew 


even now, Friends are far from being suffi-| pay interest at less than the legal rate, toge-| Wistar, George Williams. 
ciently apprized of the necessity which exists |ther with the taxes and repairs, reserving the 





The following Auxiliary Societies had been formed at 








for prompt and united exertions to remedy right to obtain a title to the premises at the the date of the preceding Report. = 
this great and increasing evil. Deeply im-|end of seven years by refunding the first cost.) Vassalborough, Maine, Auxiliary Bible Association. 
pressed with the importance of furnishing a|By this arrangement the board have not only) a ork, — York, = 
. . . . . . . Scip 0. ° 
supply of Bibles to those districts in which |secured convenient accommodations for the a ee i 
= . . . . . . . - . j ‘ . . 
the greatest deficiencies are known to exist,|transaction of its business, but will derive) Yonge Street, Upper Canada, én. 
the managers are unwilling to leave this part|some income from the surplus rents. The} Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, do. 
of the subject without suggesting that those|moneys accruing from this source, after de-| Aoieton: = = 
oye . ° e . e . : : . | cks f do. 
auxiliary associations within whose limits|ducting interest, taxes and repairs, the mana- aed = = 
Friends are generally in more easy circum. | gers have directed to be invested as a sinking} Reg stone, te ie: 
stances, be requested to take immediate ow [ieee to be applied eventually to redeeming | Burlington, New Jersey, do. 
sures for raising a fund to be applied under|the premises, and for the means of increasing! Salem, — do. = 
the direction of the board to the gratuitous|this fund they confidently appeal to the libe-| + negra ig A . = 
° ° . . ' — N° * . - : : 7 ype é Priy we ’ . le 
distribution of Bibles and Testaments. rality of Friends. Should the Association be} ee Garden. Nerth Careline, de. 
Among the most encouraging circumstan- able to pay off the cost of these buildings at Deep River, do. do. 
ces which have attended the labours of the|the expiration of the term agreed upon, the} Southern, do. do. 
s va . , ..|Whole of the rents arising from them might; Eastern, do. do. 
managers, is the increased number of the aux : sing scot ets ne ng] Stillwatge, Ohio, py 
Tl be applied to the gratuitous distribution of| Short Creck y 
Of the services assigned by the constitution|‘®¢ Bible, and a permanency and security| Miami, f do. 
2a "eS ass . Yan .. = °. 
to the different a eutiaieein on ths: eolate | would be given to the operations of the Insti-| Salem, da. én. 
e pe 3 ‘ 2 a ‘i le 
neue ere more im ae them theese witel ae tution, which under the Divine blessing coald| Contre, do. do. 
cpr knee apne. igor wT. : . |not fail to be most beneficially felt. | New-Garden, Indiana, do. 
volve upon these associations. ‘To investi- oe : etl g{| Blue-River, do. do. 
: ‘ ? : emma hair On reviewing the occurrences of the pas | Whitew 3 ; 
gate the wants of their respective vicinities, ; Pig eats iitewater, do. o. 
to promote the careful study of the sacred|;°°" the managers are confirmed in the be-| white Lick, do. do. 
ellie ‘nt on done — o cintehetean lief that the Institution to the direction of| Westfield, do. do, 
Sy ¢ iY - € = . . . 
onal oa a. Se oie the sympathies of which they have been called, is one which| ——: 
nication by w symps s 


1: ’ |has strong claims upon the liberality and| Sagacity of the Martin—A pair of martins had 
Friends may be awakened in each other’s be-| ¥2 P 


half lati the d f ¢| zealous co-operation of their fellow members. | built their nest in the corner of my window; I did 
an a duties os z ¢ 2 Per eee | Divested of all sectional views, it embraces)" remark = — — —_ = a 

> § 3 s 0 2ssen in . . : . were 80 em ’ rceiv one 0 
which the success of the institution essentié | within the sphere of its operations the whole t employed, excepting that I perceive 


ly depends. The | managers trust that the| society, wherever located on this extensive| the previous roast ee, 
time . is not far distant when na quarterly} -ontinent ; it asks the assistance of all in dis-| ble white Sather ia one of its clean As soon, how- 
meeting on this continent will be without at) tributing that volume in which all have an/| ever, as all seemed finished, my attention was arrest- 
least one auxiliary, and not until then will) equal interest ; and it appeals to us in behalf|°4 0" day by a great noise and bustle in the nest, 
the benefit to be derived from this Associa-| 


° sed by a stranger of the family of birds try- 
tion be full lized not of strangers, but of brethren connected to) ents fared ne ouy tat acame aaeaiien the “s 
ee ee rere us by the endearing tie of a common faith. | rightful tenants were within; and, notwithstanding 
In their last report the managers expressed Signed on behalf and by direction of the| their united efforts, he succeeded in entering, and 
a hope that a building might be procured in a} poard., driving them out. This same warfare, and similar 
central situation in this city, for the more A . expulsions, took place daily, for a week or more. 

’ y, tor pm. L. Pennock, Sec’y. i 

convenient transaction of the business of the ; : ow One day I remarked that the two rightful owmess of 
smatitnti - ssfacti Philadelphia, 4th mo. 7th, 1832. the nest were very busy outside, and I 
institution. ‘They have now the satisfaction that they were engaged in lessening t 






































































































































to the same; in fact, they soon reduced it so much, led at oné¥ime, in thes fravigation of England and! 
that they could scarcely force thefnselves into it | Scotland,amou dX About twenty thousand, having 
singly. As soon as done, one or other constantly one wit (eit a mean burden of one hundred and 
placed itself at the hole, with its bill protruding visi- Caen 8. Out of five [Mmdred and fifty-one ships 
bly without ; and though the intruder made regulax of the-royal nag at to the country during the pe- 
attacks upon them for a week or more, he never af- riod above merftiBned, onlyggne hundred and sixty 
terwards made any impression on them, and finally were w&efPor destroyedspy the enemy, the rest either 
left them to enjoy the reward of so much sagacity and’|stranded or founderm&, or have been burnt by acci- 


forethought. Surely no human being could hav 
thought or done better to overcome the attack of an | 
enemy on his house, than these birds did in barring 


dent; a strikin® proof, that the dangers of our 
naval warfare, Mowever great, may be far exceeded by 
the storm, tke hurricane, the shoal, and all the other 


up the entrance to their nest from their adversary. | Bérils of. th “deep. Millions of dollars and other 
Magazine of Natural. M¥siory.|coins have- been sometimes submerged in a single 


Cruel Love-—Being in the country, near Working, |’ 


Surrey, last week, I was witness to the eftrious fact 
of a female sparrow killing her husband; not from 
either hatred or jealousy, but from love. The pair } 
were in search of a place for building their nest ; and 
the male bird finding a tempting hole among the 
tiles of the roof, got into it : unfortunately, he became 
entangled in the broken mortar, and could not force 
his way back. The female saw his situation, and af- 
ter flying backwards and forwards several times, 
twittering, and apparently in great distress, she at- 
tempted to pull him out. Several birds were attract- 
ed by the accident, and came fluttering round, but 
were beaten off by the female sparrow. She then re- 
doubled her own efforts to extricate the male, and, 
getting hold of his beak above the nostrils in her 
own beak, she pulled it so hard that she killed him. 
She did not, however, appear aware of the mischief 
she had done, but continued pulling at the dead body 
of her unfortunate mate, with as much: perseverance 
as she had done while he continued alive. My man, 
who saw the whole transaction, at last drove her 
away, and with some difficulty, extricated the dead 
bird. Its head was dreadfully mangled, and the beak 
of its mate had evidently penetrated the brain. 

About an hour afterwards I again passed the place, 
and saw a bird, which I supposed the female, sitling 
on the very spot where the accident had happened, 
crouched together, with her feathers all standing up, 
so as to give her the appearance of a ball, and cer- 
tainly looking the very image of a disconsolate wi- 
dow.—Mag. of Nat. Hist. J. W. L. 

April 11, 1831. 

Treasures of the Deep. 

When we reflect on the number of curious monu- 

ments consigned to the bed of the ocean, in the course | 


of every naval war, from the earliest times, our con- | 
ceptions are greatly raised respecting the multiplicity 


ship, and on these, when they happen to be envelop- 
ed in a matrix, capable of protecting them from che- 
mical changes, much information of historical inter- 
est will remain inscribed, and endure for periods as 
indefinite as have the delicate markings of zoophytes 
or lapidified plants in some of the ancient secondary 
rocks. In almost every large ship, moreover. there 
are some precious stones set in seals, and other arti- 
cles of use and ornament, composed of the hardest 
substances in nature, on which letters and various 
images are carved; engravings which they may 
retain, when included in subaqueous strata, as 
long as chrystal preserves its natural form. It wasa 
splendid boast, that the deeds of the English chivalry, 
at Agincourt, made Henry’s chronicle 
‘‘as rich with praise 
As is the ooze and bottom of the deep 
With sunken wreck and sunless treasuries.” 
Lyall’s Principles of Geology. 








Wonderful Mechanism of the Lobster. 


The lobster is among the most remarkable of ani- 
mals; I shall not attempt to describe it, but I recom- 
mend to you to examine attentively the first you see. 
Observe its pedunculated eyes, its long and numer- 
ously jointed horng or antenne, the additional pair of 
smaller horns, each bifid, or divided into two; the jaws, 
the serrated spout, the difference between its two 
larger claws, and, above all, the arrangement and ar- 
ticulation of the plates which cover what is usually 
called the tail. ‘These moveable plates are joined to- 
gether by a most admirable mechanism, which you 
must examine yourself, for I shall not attempt to de. 
scribe it. But what is this mechanism for? You know 
there must be a design in it; what is the design ? 


material ;:of the number and variety of the joints; of 
the perfect adaptation of the different parts to each 

er; but it is too complicated for me to mention all 
the. wonders of its formation. The egg ofa lobster is 
not larger than this letter (0). How strange that such 
an atom should have the power of becoming evolved 
into so complex, so strange, so admirable a piece of 
work as the lobster itself! 
that, to most_persons, this animal has a very uncouth 
appearantg, which is chiefly owing, I suppose, to the 
apparently’ di&proportionate size of its large claws. 
One, indeed, would think, that these would be difficult 
to manage; they have the appearance of an incum- 
brance, rather than of a useful and well-contrived ap. 
pendage ; but you are now sufficiently satisfied, I pre. 
sume, that, notwithstanding appearances, the works ot 
creation are all perfectgm their kind. I have a very 
confined knowledge of fhe manners and mode of living 
of the lobster, but I have little doubt, that, could I see 
it in full action sin its native element, I would have a 
very different {jew from what it presents at the fish. 
monger’s stall; and I ‘im satisfied, that, in that situa. 
tion, the claws would seem any thing but an incum- 
brance. On examining the nippers of the larger claws, 
you will find their margin knobbed or tuberculated, 
while the margins of those of the smaller are toothed 
or serrated. Mr. T'ravis says, in the British Zoology, 
that, “ with the former, it keeps firm hold of the stalk 
of the submarine plants; and, with the latter, it cuts 
and minces its food very dexterously.” It is known, 
that the lobster is very voracious, and also omnivorous ; 
and it may, perhaps, be in a certain degree, compared 
to the vulture among birds, as being a kind of sca- 
venger for clearing away putrified substances. It seems 
even to prefer flesh in a state of corruption to that 
which is fresh. Mr. Montague states, in the second 
volume of the “ Wernerian ‘I'ransactions,” that “ im- 
mense quantities of the eggs of fishes are destroyed as 
bait for catching crabs; that, perhaps, not less than 
forty tons are brought ashore, in one season, at the 
small village of Norcross, on the south coast of Devon- 
shire ; and that the reason of this vast consumption is, 
that the crabs will not enter the pots when the bait is, 
in the least degree, tainted.” “ Lobsters,” he remarks, 
“cannot be taken but by bait in a state of putridity.” 
The great size of the claws may, then, be requisite for 
tearing the flesh of carcasses, and we know that the 
force which they exert is immense. May it not also 
be, that, when the lobster makes its spring backwards, 


But I must not conceal, 


| Why has a lobster this disposition of parts more than the length of lever of the claws, combined with their 


acrab? These questions I shall attempt to answer ;) weight, will serve as a counterbalance to the impulse 


ibut, from the imperfection of our knowledge of the given by the tail, and prevent the animal being thrown 


history and manners of the animal, I cannot do so to) OV€r on its back’—Drummond’s Letters to a Young 
the fuil extent that 1 would wish. ‘The muscles, then, | Naturalist. 
which act upon these moveable plates, have prodigi-| — 


of ee ee ae is leaving of his la- | ous power, and by one sudden contraction they will 
bours. During our last great struggle with France, | cause the lobster to fly backwards with the velocity of 
thirty-two of our ships of the line went to the bottom 


in th ft hesid ‘tom an arrow. This forms its means of escape from its 
in the course of twenty-two years, besides seyen fifty- jenemies. When, while it is in search of food, at a 
gun ships, eighty-six frigates, and agmt 


| T , ; , ude of | considerable distance from the hole or cleft which it 
smaller vessels. he navies of the offer European inhabits in the rock, if any cause of alarm occurs, it 
powers, France, Holland, Spain, and Denmark, were immediately expands the plates which form the true 


almost annihilated during the same period, so that |tajl, and then, contracting the muscles, the tail is 
the aggregate of their losses must have many times | brought downwards and forwards with immense force, 
exceeded that of Great Britain. In every one of jis flapped up against the lower part of the body, and 
these ships were batteries of cannon, constructed of | from the impluse thus given, the animal darts back- 
iron or brass, whereof a great number had the dates | wards with extraordinary swiftness, and will thus 
and places of their manufacture inscribed upon them ! throw itself into its retreat, though the latter may be 
in letters cast in metal. In each there were cvins of | barely wide enough to admit of its entrance. The re- 
copper, silver, and often many of gold, capable of serv- | peated relaxation and contraction of these muscles, 
ing as valuable historical monuments; in each were |operating on the tail-plates, must make the lobster 





an infinite variety of instruments of the arts of war! move backwards with inconceivable rapidity, and, in| 


. er ee ee ee : : : : 4 : 
and peace, many formed of materials, such as glass | fact, when employing this species of motion, the eye 
and earthenware, capable of lasting for indefinite | can scarcely follow it: it passes like a flash, When 


ages, when once removed from the mechanical action | you have examined the wonderful workmanship which | 


of the waves, and buried under a mass of matter |even the shell of the lobster exhibits, consider what an 
which may exclude the corroding action of the sea astonishing production the whole animal is. Without 
water. But the reader must not imagine, that the |a knowledge, however, of the general anatomy, you 
fury of war is more conducive than the peaceful |cannot have adequate conceptions on this head; keep 
spirit of commercial enterprise to the accumulation | therefore, to the structure of the shell, and reflect on 
of wrecked vessels in the bed of the sea. From an |the mighty power which, with such ease, produces an 
examination of Lloyd's lists, from the year.1793 to jobject of so elaborate and complicated a mechanism. 
the commencement of 1829, it appeared, that the|A female lobster will lay from twelve to twenty thou- 
number of British vessels, alone, lost during that ve- | sand eggs, and each of these, if undisturbed, would 
riod, amounted, on an average, to no less than one|grow to be as perfect as the parents. Look at the 
and a half daily, @ greater number than we should | specimen before you; think of the time, the labour, 
have ted, although we learn, from Moreau’s |the ingenuity, which would be required to make even 


ta number of merchant vessels employ-|an imperfect resemblance of it in wood or any other 


| For “‘ The Friend.” 

Bible Association of Friends in America. 

CIRCULAR. 

The corresponding members of the Bible 
Association take the liberty again to call the 
attention of Friends, and especially of the mem- 
bers of the Auxiliary Societies, to the objects 
for which the association was established—ob- 
jects, which they believe have not diminished 
in value or importance, and for the attainment 
of which, the past labours of the society show 
that, much yet remains to be done. Atthe period 
| when the idea of forming such an institution 
| was first suggested, many who were favourable 
to the more general circulation of the holy 
Scriptures, could not believe that the actual 
| wants of the Society of Friends required such 
an effort to supply them. It seemed to be 
taken for granted that every Friend must of 
‘course be possessed of a Bible, and the appre- 
hensions of those who were disposed to be- 
lieve the contrary, were deemed chimerical. 
Notwithstanding this, there was a painful con- 
|viction on the minds of some Friends, that 
|among our own members, and especially in 
| remote sections of the country, a deficiency in 
the supply of those precious records existed, 
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that was altogether unknown to many of their 
brethren, more favourably situated ; and to 
which it would be difficult to induce them to 
give full credit. ‘The exertions of the auxi- 
liaries have happily tended to make us better 
acquainted with the real situation of our mem- 
bers, and have proved that. the fears which 
were entertained are not without foundation. 
It is a circumstance which must be peculiarly 
gratifying to every friend of the Bible, that 
the proposal for organizing the association, 
after some explanation of its design and the 
necessity which demanded it, received the cor- 
dial concurrence of Friends in nearly every 
part of the country, and was entered into with 
a zeal and activity which were as unexpected 
as they were pleasing. In the short space of 
two years, twenty-eight auxiliary associations 
have been formed, and prompt measures adopt- 
ed by many of them to ascertain and supply 
the deficiencies within their respective limits. 
The inquiries thus set on foot elicited facts of 
a surprising character, and soon convinced 
even the most incredulous that there was in- 
deed great occasion within our own borders, 
for the labours of this, or some other similar 
institution. In:order to give the investigation 
a definite and regular form, the corresponding 
members issued a circular in 12th month, 1830, 
addressing to fpuxiliaries and the friends of 
the institution Benerally, a series of questions 
calculated to uffold the state of their respec- 
tive districts. 
the auxiliaries no answers have yet been re- 
ceived—but those which have come to hand, 
develope a state of things, that must, we ap- 
prehend, arouse the energies, and secure the 
prompt aid of every real Friend, in supplying 
the now known deficiencies. 

The following extracts from the annual re- 
ports will give some idea of the facts to which 
we allude, viz. 


‘Answers to this circular have been received 
from various parts of the continent, which ex- 
hibit a deficiency in the supply of the Scrip- 
tures that must be painful to every feeling 
mind. 

‘One letter states, that within the limits of 
the Association there were 247 families ; of| 
which 25 are without the Old Testament, and 
20 are destitute both of the Old and the New; 
there are 10 schools within its limits, and 250 
scholars in attendance, most of whom are un- 
provided with the Scriptures. The letter fur- 
ther states, that a more general concern of 
late prevails to have them supplied, 

‘In a letter from the secretary of another as- 
sociation, the number of families is stated to 
be 350; of which 18 are destitute of the 
Scriptures. It is also stated. that there is a 
great deficiency of Bibles in their schools. 

* Another letter states, that in the limits of 
the auxiliary there are 88 families destitute of 
complete copies, and that their schools are not 
well supplied. 

‘The report from another auxiliary states, 
that its limits embrace 300 families, of which 
78 are without complete copies of the Scrip- 
tures, and it is added that a great deficiency 
exists in the proper supply of Testaments in 
the schools. 


‘ Another letter states, that there are wanting warded by the agent, and adds, that many 
within the district where the auxiliary is formed more Bibles could be distributed, but that 
100 large Bibles, 50 small Bibles, and 50 Tes- they have not the money to pay for them. 
taments. /On comparing the number of Bibles and Tes- 

‘In another district from which information| taments distributed to the auxiliaries, with the 
has been received, 30 families are entirely des- deficiencies stated to exist within the limits 
titute of the sacred volume. \of the few who had been heard from at the 

‘In another containing 180 families, there date of the last report, the members of the 
are reported to be 20 families which are with-; Association will not fail to notice the very 
out a copy of the Bible; and 40 have the inadequate supply which has been furnished. 
New and not the Old Testament; and 6 It is a fact which the managers feel to be a 
schools, attended by 150 children, of whom distressing one, but which they believe it to 
50 have neither Bibles nor Testaments. be their duty to press upon the notice of their 

‘A letter from another auxiliary says, “ We) fellow members, that a large number of fami- 
have endeavoured to answer those queries al-| lies belonging to the society of Friends in 
luded to in as explicit and concise a manner as, various parts of our favoured country, are to 
circumstances would admit. \this day deprived of easy access to the Holy 

“Ist. About 50 families destitute of the;Scriptures. It is undeniably true that many 
Scriptures. children of Friends are thus brought up in 

“2d. None have the Old and not the New| very great ignorance of those sacred records 
Testament ; about 30 have the New and not|—and it is a melancholy consequence of this 


the Old. 

‘© 3d. About 250 children are at school 
within our limits ; of whom 175 can read, and 
50 are not supplied with the Old or New Tes- 


|state of things, that the evil which it is now 


‘in our power to remedy, will, if neglected, 


|soon be no longer under our control. To 


| apply that remedy is not now witbin the 
The funds at their 


tament. means of the managers. 

“ 4th. 125 Bibles and as many Testaments} disposal, have been expended in books and 
can be sold. There are about 400 families| materials, and a debt of $4000 has been in- 
within the limits of this association.”’ curred, to meet which they must depend up- 

‘It thus appears, that within the limits ofjon the returns from the auxiliaries, and on 
seven auxiliary associations from which re-| voluntary subscriptions. It is to the mem- 
ports have been received, there are about 400) bers of auxiliary associations, who, surrounded 


We regret that from some of|families unprovided with complete copies of} by outward blessings, can sympathize with 


the Old and New Testament ; and that there|those whose limited circumstances pre- 
is a very great deficiency in the supply of the|clude even the purchase of a Bible, that we 
schools. We have reason to believe also, that) must look for the means to supply our suffer- 
the Bible with which many Friends are sup-| ing brethren with this greatest external source 
plied, is an inferior school Bible, printed on! of consolation and instruction. The mana- 
poor paper, and in small type. The reports| gers are aware that this is an appeal to the 
also state, that 138 families are destitute of| liberality of Friends of an unusual character. 
the New Testament. In stating these facts,| But the investigations consequent upon the 
we by no means design to cast censure upon| establishment of this institution have resulted 
our brethren. Yet we should not do justice| in the discovery of deficiencies as unexpected 
to the cause in which we have engaged, if we|as they are deplorable, and it is believed that 


did not make them the foundation of an ap- 
peal to the Christian sympathies of our Friends. 

‘Weare glad to find that the desire to obtain 
our edition of the holy Scriptures, is very great 


even now Friends are far from being suffi- 
‘ciently apprized of the necessity which ex- 
‘ists for prompt and united exertions to reme- 
dy this great and increasing evil. Deeply im- 


in many parts of the country; that it is pro- pressed with the importance of furnishing a 
bable large numbers will be sold ; and the ex-|supply of Bibles to those districts in which 
isting deficiency thus, in degree, removed. Af-, the greatest deficiencies are known to exist, 
ter all who can afford to purchase are sup- | the managers are unwilling to leave this part 
plied, there will still remain many who are/0 the subject without suggesting that those 
destitute of the book, and ‘unable, of them-| auxwiary associations within whose limits 
selves, to procure it. These will naturally; Friends are generally in more easy circum. 
look to the Bible Association for a gratuitous| stances, be requested to take immediate mea. 
supply, and it must be the wish of all our | sures for raising a fund to be applied under 
members that they may not be disappointed.’ | the direction of the board to the gratuitous 
Report 1831. | distribution of Bibles and Testaments.’ 

‘ By only two of the auxiliaries have distinct} Report 1832. 

answers been forwarded to the queries upon The correspondence of the Committee 
this interesting subject, in the course of the | since the receint of these accounts, fully con- 
past year. Of these one states that 4 fami-| firms the belief that great deficiencies exist in 
lies and 38 adults are destitute of the Old and | parts which yet remain to be heard from, and 
New Testaments, and that of 190 children of | that persevering and efficient efforts must be 
Friends attending school, “ few are duly sup-; pursued, and a spirit of liberality still cherish- 
plied with the Holy Scriptnres.” The other| ed, in order that even each family in member- 
mentions that out of 180 families and parts of| ship with our religious Society may be put in 
families within its limits, 38 are destitute of} possession of a perfect and easily legible copy 


full copies of the Bible, and 23 of the New 
Testament. Another auxiliary acknowledges 


ie the Holy Bible. 


But our labours would be very imperfect if 


the receipt of the Bibles and ‘Testaments for-| they closed here. We rejoice to perceive that 








270 THE FRIEND.: 
me SSSSSSSSSSSSSSOSSSSSSSS 
the invaluable contents of that best of all | which the peculiar situation of Society with-| sion of the Old Testament, without the New, 
books, are gaining increasing attention among|in the last five years has occasioned, have| or have the New and not the Old I estament? 
the younger members of our Society ; that the| been met with a promptitude and liberality 3d. Are there any schools within the limits 
sacred Scriptures are more diligently studied | that are highly creditable. Instead, however, of your district, which y not duly supplied 
and more highly prized by them—and we of dwelling too much on what we have already | with the holy Scriptures? If there are, state 
trust it is not presumption to believe that this | given, let us rather look at our ability tocon-| how many—about what number of scholars 
happy effect is, in part at least, attributable to} tribute more. Are we now any less able to attend them, and how many of these are with- 
the divine blessing on the labours of the Bi-| yield a portion of our wealth for charitable or/ out Bibles or Testaments. 

ble Association. When we consider that|society purposes, than we were when those) 4th. About what number of Bibles may 
many families consist of six, eight, or ten per-| demands first commenced ? Has our liberali-} probably be sold within the limits of your 
sons capable of reading, each of whom has aj ty at all lessened our income? or on the other district, exclusive of those subscribed for 
deep and solemn interest at stake in the great hand, has it not been attended with an in-| by the Association, and those distributed to 
truths recorded in that Book, it is surely our| crease more than adequate to meet the calls) the indigent? ‘ap cae 
duty to aim at furnishing every member of} which are made onus! Such considerations, | 6th. W hat number of families of Friends 
such families with a copy of it—and short of| we apprehend, would remove difficulties, and’ reside within the limits of your auxiliary as- 
this, there can, we apprehend, be no adequate} open the way fora continuance of the same lis) sociation ! 
supply. To meet this demand many thou- berality which has thus far marked the course | 7th. Where and to whose care shall the Bi- 
sands of Bibles must yet be printed and cireu-| of Society since the separation. | bles allotted to your Association be sent, and 
lated by the Association ; and it confidently! The restricted state of the funds of the | by what conveyance ? 

appeals to the kindness and christian libe- parent institution, and the load of debt with) 
rality of Friends for the, funds necessary to| which it is encumbered, prevent it from dis-| 


: : Speer ts ; |Sounp Scrrerurat Views or Earty Frrenps, 
enable it to accomplish this very desirable ob-| tributing any Bibles gratuitously. At the} 


_— : = 7 ; WITH REsPECT TO CHRISTIAN Docrrine, 
ject. |Prices fixed, and with the return which it DEDUCED FROM THEIR Pustic PREACHING 
Nor do the views of the Association stop makes to the subscribers and auxiliaries Seedlonph Gone weae O08 
Ss c ° ° as . on ec 0 age 204. 
: ». Inthe feeling of that christian benevo- (when demanded), it is scarcely able to sus- : 
here : 8 c Saar Cw he menount ) enenditures: hence it can | Extract from a Sermon preached by Thomas 
lence which embraces the whole human fami-| tain the necessary expenditures; he “eee an Sich aieenkiicaioen 
ly, and as it * has opportunity, delights to do| not offer aid to those auxiliaries whose mem-|  *0TY, a! Grrace-Church street Meeting. 


good unto all men, though especially to them | bers are destitute of an adequate supply, and 
who are of the household of faith,” it ex-| whose funds are so limited as to be unable to 
pressly avows in its constitution that while} purchase. To remedy this evil it must look 
“ its attention shall be first directed to furnish-| to the liberality of Friends’ generally, nodon 
ing the Bible to such members of the religious| the auxiliaries which are formed in more 
Society of Friends as may not be duly sup-| wealthy sections of country. in company with some others of the servants 
plied,” yet that as its fundg may permit it will! Where auxiliaries have more funds than| of God in that day, and communing about the 
distribute it to other persons also. It will be|are necessary to supply the actual deficien-|dispensations of God which then were, and of 
seen therefore that whether we confine our cies within their limits, they would do well to| things holy and divine, and seeing the Lord 
views, for the present, to the pale of our own place them at the disposal of the parent insti-| Jesus coming toward him, and walking before 
Society, or extend them beyond its limits, to tution, to be applied towards the aid of those| them, he, through the “Eternal Spirit,” and 
professors with us, or attenders of our meet-| associations whose wants greatly exceed their 
ings, or to our fellow citizens indiscriminate-| pecuniary means. — 
ly, who may be destitute of the sacred Scrip-| |Thecorresponding members would also re- 
tures, an ample and untrodden field of labour spectfully recommend that the annexed que- 
yet remains to be traversed. ries should claim the attention of every aux- 
Impressed with these interesting views of iliary at least once a year, and that full and ex- 
the subject, and deeply sensible that the pro-  Plicit answers be forwarded to the undersign-| miration and divine joy, “ behold the Lamb of 
motion of true religion is intimately connect- ed annually in the 2d month. _ _  |God that taketh away the sin of the world!” 
ed with the spread of the Bible and with its} As the operations of the parent association | John i. 29. 34. 36. Without any manner of 
daily and devout perusal, the Corresponding | depend almost entirely on the auxiliaries, and) question, it was a very delightful sight, a very 
Committee again earnestly and affectjonate-| as those parts of the country where these are| satisfactory view indeed. 
ly invite the diligent co-operation of the se-|not formed must be in great measure de-| There were abundance of people in that 
veral auxiliary societies in promoting the ob- | ptived of the advantages resulting from the day who saw the Lord Jesus, but not in that 
jects of the parent institution; and particu-| institution, we would again invite Friends in|same light in which that great prophet and 
larly in endeavouring to furnish every family |such places to organize themselves into auXI-|/the true beKevers did see him, and in which 
of Friends on this continent, with a copy of| liaries, and report tothe managers through this|those who believe in him now behold him ; 
the Association’s Bible, for each member of| Committee, that they may be regularly recog-| he saw, and they now see, the exceeding ex- 
it who is capable of reading. nised as branches. Great and unexpected et of divine goodness and mercy in 


John the Baptist, the greatest of prophets, 
and more than a prophet, being the immediate 
forerunner,of our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, was sent and comgnanded of God 
to preach repentance to the people ; and being 





“ Divine Light,’ of which he was a witness 
and preacher, knew the Son of God, who he 
was, and for what end he was sent into the 
world ; and therefore, in a holy regard to the 
Lord Jesus, and preference of him to himself, 
that great prophet cried out, with awful ad- 


a 





We are aware that much has already been) has been the success attendant on the under- saving mankind, as the great ertd of his com- 
effected by many of the auxiliaries; but much| taking, it is still desirable that no part of the ing ; it was to take away the sin of the world. 
still remains to be done. ‘To those who view| Country should be excluded, and we trust the] As he comprehended the world in one word, 
the subject correctly, it will not appear suffi-| day is not far distant when the number of including all mankind, so likewise in one 
cient that they have contributed the sum re- auxiliaries will at least equal that of the quar-| word he comprehended all the sin of and in 
quisite to constitute them members of the as- terly meetings in Atverica. the world. ‘There is no sin therefore (ex- 


sociation, or that Friends within the limits of Joun Pavt, cept that which is never to be forgiven) but 
their own auxiliary are amply supplied with Issac ConLins, what the Son of God is able to take away ; 
the Holy Scriptures. So long as there are ; : Tuomas Evans. and the whole world being here comprehend- 
others of their brethren, however remote their] Philadelphia, 6mo. 1st, 1832. ed, it fairly implies that all mankind have 
situation, who cannot procure for themselves Queries addressed to Auziliaries. sinned ; and if all have sinned, there must be 


a copy of the Bible, and whose auxiliary has} 1st. What number of families, or of indivi- 
not funds adequate to meet the demands upon| duals who have not families, if any, are entire- 
it—they will feel bound to render their aid|ly destitute of the holy Scriptures ? 

towards supplying the needy and destitute.| 2d. What number of families, or of indivi- 
The numerous pecuniary demands on Friends,| duals who have not families, are in posses- 


some law universally manifested which we 
have transgressed ; for where there is no law 
there can be no transgression. 

This cannot be any thing written without 
mankind, whether in tables of stone, in rolls, 
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in books, or verbally commanded: for there, yet we have believed his report as we find it]‘* A Saviour, O most merciful, true, and live- 
never was any law ‘universally dispensed in| written in the holy Scripture; and through ly Lord God! a Saviour, or | am undone and 
any such way ; and therefore it cannot be-re-| the grace of God, and the effectual operation | miserable for evermore.’ 
ferred to any other than that which God mer-! of his holy Spirit, we have an eye opened in| ‘Till it come to this it will not do. ‘There 
cifully promised he would write in the hearts) us, by which we can see and have seen and/| will be no answer of prayer till then ; and then 
of mankind, (Jer. xxxi. 31. 33. 34. Heb.| beheld the Lamb of God to take away our|the Lord will hear; this ery will affect his 
vill. 8—12.) which is the restoration of that, sins; as many have, through the infinite wis-| merciful ear, and he will then answer. 
very same law which all mankind had during|dom, mercy, and power of God, from the} Mankind take the things of the highest im- 








‘is defaced in us. 


the old world, (the neglect whereof brought 
destruction upon them, ;) the manifestation of 
the holy spirit of God, revealing and exerting| 
himself in the mind, at certain times and sea-| 
sons, as it pleaseth him. 

And mankind being relapsed since the 
flood, and departed from the spirit of God, as| 
the old world did, it is necessary that we} 
should be redeemed, and the same law restore od | 
and increased ; which is accordingly done by| 
the mercy of God, through Christ, in all who 
believe in him. And it is proposed unto us, 
as our director and guide in the various vicis- 
situdes of life, with ‘regard to matters of reli- 


foundation of the world ; and many yet shall 
to the last period of all time. 

Behold, therefore, the Lamb of God, this 
morning, all you whose eyes are opened to 
see him, who to every impure mind is invisi- 
ble: blessed and happy are all they who see 
the Lamb of God taking away their own sins, 
and easing them of a lead so insuppoitable as 
the soul-sinking weight of sin; for he taketh 
away all sin and all the condemning eflects 


and remembrance of it, out of the hearts and| 


minds of all who believe and trust in him. 
And this faith is given into the hearts of 
mankind, through the motions, 


gion, in things pertaining to the knowledge| and inward disc overies, of the spirit of the 


and worship ‘of God, to moral conduct in this 
world, and with respect also to those things 
which are eternal ; 
ducted and governed thereby, in our duty to 
God and man, during our abode in this world, 
which is a time and place of probation for 
another, by adhering to this eternal law of 


that, being rightly con-| 





God, the law of the spirit of life restored by 
Jesus Christ, believing therein, and acting ac- 
cording to the openings, manifestations, and 
dictates of it, we may all be set free from the 
law of sin and death, (Rom. viii. 8.) recon- 
ciled unto God, and have holy communion 
with him in this world, in such manner and 
degree, as the present mode of our being will 
admit; and, in that which is to come, in the 
full fruition of his glorious presence, and in 
joy and consolation unspeakable in him, with- 
out intermission, for evermore. 

The Almighty is absolutely perfect in all 


his attributes: perfect in wisdom, in ae 


in justice, in mercy, in goodness, in truth, | 
righteousness and holiness. When therefore 
we act foolishly and wilfully, we sin against} 
his wisdom. When we distrust his power, 
we sin against his omnipotence. When we 
do that which is unjust, we offend his justice ; 
and the unmerciful sin against his mercy : and 
if we do no good, the image of his goodness 
Whosoever is false and in- 
sincere, sins against his truth. The unright- 
eous and unclean offend against the righte- 
ousness and holiness of God; for if we mor- 
tals do defile ourselves in any respect, in bo- 
dy or mind, we offend the Lord. And he that 
sinneth against any of the attributes of God, 
is guilty of the whole; for the same who is 
most merciful, is likewise most just and true. 
In a word more, there is no sin but it is 
against God ; and he that sinneth defaceth the 
image of God in himself, and becometh un- 
like unto his Maker. 

We therefore do want a Saviour; we want! 
a powerful redeemer; we want such an one 





Holy One, Jesus, to whom John the baptist 
pointed, as with the finger, that all might go 
to him who taketh away the sin of the world ; 
who came not to condemn the world, for the 
world is condemned already; but that the 
world, through him, might be saved. 

Blessed and happy therefore, I say again, 
are all souls in this meeting this morning, or 
wheresoever they may be throughout the 
world, who “see the Lamb of God taking 
away” their own sins; and such also who see 
him taking away the sins of mankind every 
where, to the endless glory of his own wis- 
dom and power. 

Look into your own hearts and minds; 
abundance of you, | believe, have heard the 
everlasting gospel of the kingdom of God 
preached freely, faithfully, and purely, and 
with his authority ; and yet this will not save, 
unless you believe in him who is preached. 
This is the first work of the heart, 


whom God hath sent. 
into yourselves as to behold the Lamb of God 
\in this administration—as he is an eternal 
Spirit, as he is the eternal word, wisdom, and 
power of the Father, according to the testimo- 
ny of the holy Scriptures! ‘This is the true 
and living faith, and this is the only proper 
object. 

I doubt not but that you are all Christians 
by profession, and go under that holy name ; 


but have you known the Son of God so as to 


take away your sins? Have you received 


operations, | 


the first | 
step in return toward God, to believe in him| 
Have you so looked | 


portance by tradition only; by hear-say they 
are sinners; by hear-say there is a God ; by 
tradition he is mere iful. But this only will 
not do; we must become sensible of our sins; 
they must become extremely loathsome, and 
exceeding sinful unto us; and then we shall 
repent and forsake them, and cry unto God 
| for merey ; and then we shall find him merci- 
ful in truth, by a happy experience; for he 
| will open unto us the way of salvation and de- 
liverance, and the eye of our understandings, 
to see and “behold the Lamb of God taking 
}away our sins,” and washing us clean from 
all our transgressions; being merciful to our 
unrighteousness in the time of ignorance, and 
remembering our sins no more, by the saneti- 
fying and justifying work of the word of his 
power. And then we are saved and redeem- 
ed indeed ; and then, according to the saying 
of Christ, we bring forth the holy fruits of 
redemption: “ First make the tree good and 
the fruit will be good also. A good tree can- 
not bring forth evil fruit; neither can a cor- 
rupt tree bring forth good fruit; a tree is 
known by its fruit,” so are men by theirs. 

We the refore, in a state of nature, in the 
first Adam, are opposers of the Spirit and will 
of God, doing our own wills, and following 
our own spirit in lusts and imaginations, con- 
trary to the holy motions and discoveries of 
the mind of God in our own hearts; and there- 
by we become transgressors of the law of 
God, until the Lord Christ be divinely reveal- 
ed in us, by whose power the tree is made 
good; and the fruits we brought forth in our 
first and natural state are done away: all those 
defiling, condemning evils are destroyed and 
/at an end, and that saying brought to pass in 
truth: “Trees of righteousness they may be 
called, the planting of the Lord ; that he might 
be glorified. And the old wastes shall be 
builded, and the former desolations shall be 
raised up; and the waste cities repaired, and 
| the desolations of many generations.” Isa. 
Ixi. 3, 4. 








DEFENCE, 


It is well known, that those who advocate 
the principles and practice of war, are in the 


faith in him by the work of his power in you,| habit of advancing supposed extraordinary 


as he is the word of God? 
thy of your strict inquiry, every one for one: 
What have I seen? What have 


taking away my sins? Or another question| 


I think it is wor-| 


cases, in support of their cause. They ask us 
what we would do, if attacked by an assassin, 


I known? or a ruffian, who manifested a determination to 
What experience have I of the Son of God 


| kill us—would we not, in self defence, kill him? 
This subject is not introduced at the present 


may arise: Have I ever at all found the} for the purpose of argument, but to state some 


weight of my own sins? 
become exceeding sinful ? 
thus seen sin in themselves become exceed- 


to take away our sins, and here the Son of ing heavy and unbearable, will cry unto God, 


God is he: 
taketh away the sin of the world!” 
None of us have seen the Son of God at! 


Have I seen sin as| real cases to meet the objection. 
All who have) 


‘“* Barclay, the celebrated Apologist, was 
attacked by a highway man. He made no 
other resistance than a calm expostulation. 





‘Behold the Lamb of God that | with strong cries, from the bottom of the | The fellow dropped his presented pistol, and 


| heart, from the very centre of the soul, in| offered no farther violence.” 


‘true anguish and sincerity in the sight of God, 
any time outwardly, as that great prophet did ;| unfeignedly, and not in formality or mockery 


‘“‘ Leonard Fell was attacked by a bighway 


:| robber, who plundered him of his money and 








































his horse, and afterwards threatened to blow 
out his brains. Fell solemnly spoke to the 
robber on the wickedness of his life. The man 
was astonished ;—he declared he would nei- 
ther take his money nor his horse.””"—An in- 
quiry into the accordance of War with Chris- 
tianity. 

On the day of the engagement between the 
Americen and British forces on Rhode Island, 
during the revolutionary war, William Almy, 


London ed. Note, p. 164, 165. | 





THE FRIEND, 
THE FRIEND. 


SIXTH MONTH, 2, 1832. 








From Bates’s Miscellaneous Repository of 
15th ult. we derive the annexed statement ; 
the information which it comprises will be in- 
teresting to Friends, and may be useful for 
reference. The Editor of that journal sub- 
joins the remark, that, should any error be de- 


then a young man, had a valuable young mare,| tected in the list, the information will be glad- 


which a trooper was about to take. 
remonstrated, and plead with the soldier to 
spare his property. It was a time of excite- 
ment, when the natural aversion to taking hu- 
man life had been diminished if not removed 
in the minds of the soldiers, by the circum- 
stances of the battle. ‘The man became sud- 
denly incensed. And turning on William who 
was following him at some distance behind, 
said: “I will take your head from your shoul- 
ders.”’ He was mounted, and drawing his 
sword, he made a charge upon him, with his 
arm uplifted for the menaced blow. William 
Almy saw the danger he was in, and only said 
—‘ How canst thou draw thy sword on an un- 
armed man!!’’ ‘The soldier’s horse brought 
him in an instant to the object of his revenge— 
but his sword dropped as suddenly as if his arm 
had been severed from his shoulder—and as he 
passed William Almy he uttered this striking 
acknowledgment of the impropriety of his own 
conduct : “ It is a shame ;’’ and went off, with- 
out offering any further injury. 

Bates’s Miscellaneous Repository. 


THE RETURN OF SPRING. 


BY J. MALCOMB, ESQ, 


Dear as the dove, whose wafting wing 
The green leaf ransom’d from the main, 

Thy genial glow, returning Spring, 
Comes to our shores again ; 

For thou hast been a wanderer long, 
On many a fair and foreign strand, 

In balm and beauty, sun and song, 
Passing from land to land. 


Thou bring’st the blossom to the bee, 
To earth a robe of emerald dye ; 
The leaflet to the naked tree, 
And rainbow in the sky; 
I feel thy blest, benign control 
The pulses of my youth restore : 
Opening the spring of sense and soul, 
To love and joy once more. 


I will not: people thy green bowers 
With sorrow’s pale and spectre band, 
Or blend with thine the faded flowers 
Of memory’s distant land ; 
For thou wert surely never given, 
To wake regret from pleasures gone ; 
But like an angel sent from heaven, 
To soothe creation’s groan. 


Then, while the groves thy garlands twine, 
Thy spirit breathes in flower and tree, 
My heart shall kindle at thy shrine, 
And worship God in thee: 
And in some calm, sequestered spot, 
While listening to thy choral strain ; 
Past griefs shall be a while forgot, 
And pleasures bloom again. 


An Albany paper states that snow fell on 
the 24th of last month, on the Catskill moun- 


tains, to the depth of six or eight inches. 


William| ly received by him. 


THE MEETINGS OF FRIENDS. 

By an account of the Meetings of Friends 
in Great Britain and Ireland, published last 
year, by direction of the Yearly Meeting in 
London, it appears: that, in 1831 THE YEAR- 
LY MBETING IN Lonvun hegan on 4th day 
after the third first day in the 5th mouth, at 
10. The Yearly Meeting of Ministers and 
Elders on the preceding second day, at 10: 
and the adjourned General Meeting for Ack- 
worth School, on third day, at 5. 

It is composed of twenty-six Quarterly 
Meetings, viz. Hertfordshire and Bedford- 
shire, Berkshire and Oxfordshire, Bristol and 
Somersetshire, Buckinghamshire, Cambridge- 
shire and Huntingdonshire, Cheshire and 
Staffordshire, Cornwall, Cumberland and 
Northumberland, Derbyshire and Notingham- 
shire, Devonshire, Dorsetshire and Hamp- 
shire, Durham, Essex, Gloucestershire, and 
Wiltshire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire, 
Kent, Lancashire, Lincolnshire, London and 
Middlesex, Norfolk and Norwich, Northamp- 
tonshire, Suffolk, Sussex and Surry, Warwick- 
shire Leincestershire and Rutlandshire, West- 
moreland, Yorkshire. 
Meeting in Wales, and the General Meeting 
in Scotland. 

In these are 98 Monthly Meetings, and 
about 390 meetings for worship. 

The Yearly Meeting in Dublin begins at 
10, the day following the last first day in the 


4th month ; the Yearly Meeting of Elders, at | 


10; and that of Ministers and Elders at 12, 
on the 7th day preceding. Meetings for 
worship on the first day, at 10 and 5. 
It consists of three Quarterly Meetings: 
Ulster, Leinster and Munster. 
These consist of fifteen Monthly Meetings, 
| and forty Meetings for Worship. 


Yearly Meetings of Friends in America.— 
These are eight in number. The late sepa- 
ration has effected five: New York, Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, Ohio, and Indiana. Three 
are undivided; viz. New England, Virginia, 
and North Carolina. 

The Yearly Meeting for New England is 
held at New Port, on Rhode Island, the 2d 
day following the 2d sixth day in the 6th 
month. It consists of seven Quarterly Meet- 
ings: vize Rhode Island, Sandwich, Salem, 
Falmouth, Dover, Vassalboro’ and Smithfield. 

New York Yearly Meeting is held in New 
| York ; on 2d day following the fourth 1st day 
lin the fifth month. It consists of eleven 
Quarterly Meetings; viz. Westbury, Pur- 
chese, Nine Partners, Sanford, Easton, Fer- 
risburgh, Farmington, Cornwall, Saratoga, 


And the Half Year’s| 


Yearly Meeting in the Province of Upper 


——— |Canada, held alternately at Yonge street in 


summer, and at West Lake in winter. 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, for Pennsy]- 

vania, New Jersey, Delaware, and the eas. 

tern parts of Maryland, is held in Philadel- 


|phia, the 3d second day in the 4th month. It 


consists of ten Quarterly Meetings, (one hay- 
ing been laid down, in consequence of the se. 
paration) viz. Philadelphia, Abington, Bucks, 
Concord, Caln, Western, Burlington, Had- 
donfield, Salem, and Shrewsbury and Rahway, 

Baltimore Yearly Meeting, for Maryland 
and parts of Pennsylvania and Virginia, is 
held in Baltimore, on the last 2d day in the 
10th month. It consists of two Quarterly 
Meetings (two having been discontinued in 
consequence of the separation) ; viz. Balti- 
more and Nottingham. 

Virginia Yearly Meeting is held alternate- 
ly at Gravelly Run, in Dinwiddie county, and 
at Weynoke, Charles City County, at the Jat- 
ter in 1831, on the 2d day following the 3d 
seventh day in the 5th month. It consists of 
two Quarterly Meetings, viz. the Upper and 
the Lower Quarterly Meetings. 

North Carolina Yearly Meeting, for North 
and South Carolina, Tennessee, &c. is held 
at New Garden, Guilford County, on 2d day 
after the Ist first dayin the llth mo. It con- 
sists of eight Quarterly Meetings, viz. East- 
ern, Contentney, Western, New Garden, 
Westfield, Deep River, Southern and Lost 
Creek. 

Ohio Yearly Meeting is held at Mount- 
pleasant, on 2d day after the 1st first day in 
the 9thmonth. It consists of five Quarterly 
Meetings, viz. Red Stone, Short Creek, Sa- 
\lem, New Garden, and Still Water. 
| Indiana Yearly Meeting, for Indiana, IIli- 
‘nois, and the Western parts of Ohio, is held 
jat White Water, near Richmond, in Wayne 
County, Indiana, on 2d day after the first 1st 
day in the 10th month. It consists of five 
|Quarterly Meetings, viz. Miami, West 
| Branch, Fairfield, White Water, New Garden, 
Blue River, Westfield, Centre, and White 
| Lick. 





From late information it appears that the 
cholera had abated in England and Scotland, 
jincreased in Ireland, and spread in France 
so as to heighten alarm into consternation. 
In Ireland, especially in the capital, the disease 
is said to be making considerable progress. 
Although its intensity is represented as di- 
minished at Paris, yet in the interior of the 
country it was spreading with fearful rapidity. 
After enumerating various places in which 
the cholera had made its appeasance, one ac- 
count concludes with saying, “ this, as you see, 
isa circle sufficiently extensive to threaten 
seriously the whole of France.” 





Diep, on the 26th of the 4th month, in the 56th 
year of her age, Exizasetn Binnie, widow of the 
late John Biddle of this city. The amiable virtues 
and benevolent temper of this excellent woman en- 
deared her to a large circle of friends. She was an 
active and judicious member of many of our charita- 
ble institutions. But it was in her own domestic cir- 
cle, by her children and family, that her qualities 


Duanesburg, and Scipio; and of the Half|were best known, and most deeply felt. 
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